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Professor Ila Nagar
Chair, Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee


February 9, 2026


Dear Professor Nagar and Members of the Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee: 

On September 10, 2025, the Social and Behavioral Sciences Subcommittee of the ASC Curriculum Committee reviewed a proposal for a new online Bachelor of Arts in Integrated Arts and Sciences put forward by the College of Arts and Sciences, to be implemented in Autumn 2026. (The original submitted name was ‘Liberal Studies,’ now updated.) 

The primary motivation for the program is to support students who have stopped out of an undergraduate degree at OSU or another college or university but have completed at least 30 credit hours. Evidence suggests these students would benefit from attaining a college credential, but face barriers to doing so. Many have work and/or caregiving responsibilities that make it difficult to attend classes in person. In addition, stopped out students may lack a clear programmatic pathway to a degree. The Integrated Arts and Sciences BA would provide such a degree program and would be delivered mostly through distance learning. Students in the local OSU area may attend in-person classes as well. The College of Arts and Sciences has the capacity to offer sufficient courses and pathways for students to attain their BA degrees. The College also has developed targeted introductory and capstone courses that would serve the distinct needs of students in this position (ASC 2900 and 4900).

An additional motivation for the program would be to serve ‘military involved’ students. This would include both active-duty military who are current students already as well as those who may have stopped out. The program would also serve spouses of military involved students. The College will report back to the ASCC on the initial cohorts moving through this program and before any expansions.

The SBS Subcommittee voted unanimously to approve the request with contingencies. The Chairs of the Natural and Mathematical Sciences and Arts and Humanities Subcommittees have also reviewed the proposal. The College has satisfied the contingencies, and the proposal is now advanced to the ASCC with a motion to approve.

Sincerely,
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Rachel E. Dwyer, Ph.D.
Professor and Vice Chair of Sociology
Chair of the Social and Behavioral Sciences Subcommittee of the 
Arts and Science Curriculum Committee
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